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July 1933 to review the progress of the struggle and to chalk out a new pro-
gramme. As a result of that Conference the Congress suspended mass civil dis-
obedience and restricted the campaign to select individuals. The Nation showed
unmistakable sense of weariness and there was no proper response to the Poona
decision. Meanwhile, a section of Congressmen had revived talks of Council-entry
and their suggestions had gathered so much support .that in April 1934, Gandhi]i
came forward with a generous pledge to support that policy and the Congress
Parliamentary Board was formed. Immediately after, Gandhiji announced his
decision to suspend even the campaign for individual Civil Disobedience and thus
made it necessary for Government to lift the ban on Congress organisations. The
Congress regained its right to live and function not as a result of its victory in
the struggle but through the sufferance of its opponents. It was restored to free-
dom but not to that freedom to pursue its own ideals or its own methods. It can
hereafter act only constitutionally or it must face another attempt of suppression.
It is only natural that under the circumstances the A. I. C. C. which met at Patna
decided that the session of the Indian National Congress should be held to review
the position and to take new decisions, Bombay was anxious that she should be
given the privilege of holding the session and the invitation was accepted.

GRACELESS ACTS OF GRACE

It is nothing surprising that wherever Government prqfosscs to act as a matter
of grace they should often ao.fc gracclessly. The organisations which were suppressed
at the inauguration of Civil Disobedience campaign have not been all restored to
freedom and it is further a matter for deep regret that many of our valued
co-workers and colleagues are to-day prevented from coming and participating in
this gathering by the reason of the various restrictive orders under Emergency as
well as Foreigner's Acts against them not having been withdrawn. That several
active Congress workers snould have their liberty of action so rigorously curtailed
is a strong exposure of Government's plea that these restrictions y?cre only means
against subversive activities. Government's instructions are to utilise every reason-
able opportunity to curb the freedom movement in India. And the continuance
of the ban on Ked Shirts and the Hindustani Seva Dal is a standing refutation of
their .profession that they would interfere with organisations only when they tended
to violence or subversive activities. Both the organisations are integral parts of
the Congress and if they are still not allowed to function it is because the Bureau-
cracy is convinced they are effective instruments in the cause of non-violent resis-
tance. The non-removal of the ban is not only an indication of the Government's
mind, but it is also an indirect recognition by the opponent of the excellent service
these organisations had rendered during the last struggles.

PT. NEHRU'S INCARCERATION

The fact that Government have not yet released all civil disobedience prisoners
although nearly 6 months have elapsed since the suspension of Satyagraha also
gives an insight into the inner workings of the minds of the authorities. They
would not let even Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to join us in this assembly to-day.
They would not let him attend even on his ailing wife, without imposing irritating
little-minded time limits. Heavy is the cross the intrepid Pandit had been called
upon to bear but his is a valiant heart which no power on earth can crush* The
sufferings which a resentful bureaucracy heaps upon him only serve to shed addi-
tional lustre on his radiant personality. May his wife be soon restored to health
and he to freedom,

While on the question of Government's treatment of Satyagrahis |let me refer
to the result of repression in the various provinces and stretch the need for orga-
nised relief. In Karnatak, Gujrat and United Provinces the peasants and farmers
have suffered immensely and the Congress will be failing in his duty if it does not
give the necessary succur to those who in responding to its call have lost their all.
The sufferings of Khudai Khidmatgars is unexampled and they too call for relief
and help.

PETTIFOGGING AUTHORITIES

While great gods at Simla have been racking their brains to keep isolated all
tne Ungress forces, the chota gods at Bombay have been doing their bit in heaping
impediments in the way of holding the Congress session. Our application for the
temporary use even on payment of rent of the vast and open unused tract of